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EDUCATION + CURRICULUM

The Stewart L. Udall Parks in Focus program combines tried-and-true photography and environmental education lessons with active, hands-on outdoor adventures guided by passionate and knowledgeable leaders who push personal boundaries and create community. For youth who rarely venture beyond their neighborhoods, our trips can open new windows of story-telling and self-expression, they can spark a new interest in science and nature, and they can, ultimately, change lives. 

Since 1999, over 300 youth have participated in five-day photo safaris to some of our country’s most celebrated public lands through Parks in Focus. 

**Trip itineraries and lesson plans available upon request**

PROGRAM 

· Honed over 11 years

· Goal is to make nature educational AND fun

· Balance among photography, environmental education, outdoor adventure, and community building components; all are interwoven and educational in focus
EDUCATION

· Lessons follow North American Association for Environmental Education's (NAAEE) Excellence in Environmental Education: Guidelines for Learning
· Focus on experiential, hands-on learning
· Leaders have access to a constantly growing/improving tool kit full of place-specific lessons

· Leaders include appropriate games, songs, skits, science experiments, journaling, and additional art projects into lesson plans 

· Consistent with Second Century Commission Report on Education

LEADERS (see: www.udall.gov) 
· Udall Scholarship alumni serve as PIF leaders/trip coordinators/teachers/mentors

· Selected from a growing pool of 1,000 young, public-service oriented alumni

· Outdoor enthusiasts, environmental educators, camp counselors

· Extensively trained by Udall Foundation every year

· Park staff and Boys & Girls Club staff add to education/leadership to varying degrees
